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(4) LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY OPTION

FOR ONE-TIME OPT OUT.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-

tablish procedures under which the attorney
for a local governmental entity which com-
menced a civil action prior to June 20, 1997,
against a participating tobacco product
manufacturer, distributor, or retailer seek-
ing recovery for expenditures attributable to
the treatment of tobacco related illnesses
and conditions, not later that 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, may elect
not to resolve any action described in sub-
section (a)(3). A local governmental entity
whose attorney makes such an election shall
not be eligible to receive payments from the
State Litigation Settlement Account. Proce-
dures under this paragraph shall permit such
a local governmental entity to make such an
election on a one-time basis.

(B) EXTENSION.—In the case of a local gov-
ernmental entity that has secured a judg-
ment against a participating tobacco prod-
uct manufacturer, distributor, or retailer in
a claim described in subsection (a)(3) prior to
or during the period described in subpara-
graph (A), and such judgment has been ap-
pealed by such manufacturer, distributor, or
retailer, such period shall be extended during
the pendency of the appeal and for an addi-
tional period as determined appropriate by
the Secretary, not to exceed one year.

(C) APPLICATION TO CERTAIN LOCAL GOVERN-
MENTAL ENTITIES.—A local governmental en-
tity that has resolved a claim described in
subsection (a)(3) with a participating to-
bacco product manufacturer, distributor, or
retailer prior to the date of enactment of
this Act may not make an election described
in subparagraph (A) if, as part of the resolu-
tion of such claim, the local governmental
entity agreed that the enactment of any na-
tional tobacco settlement legislation would
supersede the provisions of the resolution.

(c) ADDICTION AND DEPENDENCY CLAIMS;
CASTANO CIVIL ACTIONS.—

(1) ADDICTION AND DEPENDENCE CLAIMS
BARRED.—In any civil action to which this
title applies, no addiction claim or depend-
ence claim may be filed or maintained
against a participating tobacco product
manufacturer.

(2) CASTANO CIVIL ACTIONS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—The rights and benefits

afforded in section 221 of this Act, and the
various research activities envisioned by this
Act, are provided in settlement of, and shall
constitute a remedy for the purpose of deter-
mining civil liability as to those addiction or
dependence claims asserted in the Castano
Civil Actions. The Castano Civil Actions
shall be dismissed to the extent that they
seek relief in the nature of public programs
to assist addicted smokers to overcome their
addiction or other publicly available health
programs with full reservation of the rights
of individual class members to pursue claims
not based on addiction or dependency in civil
actions in accordance with this Act.

(B) ARBITRATION.—For purposes of award-
ing attorneys fees and expenses for those ac-
tions subject to this subsection, the matter
at issue shall be submitted to arbitration be-
fore one panel of arbitrators. In any such ar-
bitration, the arbitration panel shall consist
of 3 persons, one of whom shall be chosen by
the attorneys of the Castano Plaintiffs’ Liti-
gation Committee who were signatories to
the Memorandum of Understanding dated
June 20, 1997, by and between tobacco prod-
uct manufacturers, the Attorneys General,
and private attorneys, one of whom shall be
chosen by the participating tobacco product
manufacturers, and one of whom shall be
chosen jointly by those 2 arbitrators.

(C) PAYMENT OF AWARDS.—The participat-
ing tobacco product manufacturers shall pay
the arbitration award.

(d) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—
(1) POST ENACTMENT CLAIMS.—Nothing in

this title shall be construed to limit the abil-
ity of a government or person to commence
an action against a participating tobacco
product manufacturer, distributor, or re-
tailer with respect to a claim that is based
on the conduct of such manufacturer, dis-
tributor, or retailer that occurred after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(2) NO LIMITATION ON PERSON.—Nothing in
this title shall be construed to limit the
right of a government (other than a State or
local government as provided for under sub-
section (a) and (b)) or person to commence
any civil claim for past, present, or future
conduct by participating tobacco product
manufacturers, distributors, or retailers.

(3) CRIMINAL LIABILITY.—Nothing in this
title shall be construed to limit the criminal
liability of a participating tobacco product
manufacturer, distributor or retailer or its
officers, directors, employees, successors, or
assigns.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means an

individual, partnership, corporation, parent
corporation or any other business or legal
entity or successor in interest of any such
person.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Health and Human
Services.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Energy and Natural Resources
be granted permission to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 20, for purposes of conducting
a Full Committee business meeting
which is scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m.
The purpose of this business meeting is
to consider pending calendar business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, May 20, 1998 at 10:00
a.m. and 4:15 p.m. to hold two hearings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, May 20, 1998 at
10:00 a.m. to mark up the following: S.
1691, the American Indian Equal Jus-
tice Act; and S. 2069, a bill to permit
the mineral leasing of Indian land lo-
cated within the Fort Berthold Indian
Reservation. The Committee will meet
in room 485 of the Russell Senate Office
Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate

on Wednesday, May 20, 1998 at 10:00
a.m. in room 226 on the Senate Dirksen
Office Building to hold a hearing on ‘‘S.
1845, the Child Custody Protection
Act.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, May 20, 1998 at
2:30 p.m. to hold a nomination hearing
on Joan A. Dempsey to be Deputy Di-
rector of Central Intelligence for Com-
munity Management.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be permitted to
meet on May 20, 1998 at 9:30 a.m. in
Dirsken 628 for the purpose of conduct-
ing a forum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OCEANS AND FISHERIES

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Oceans
and Fisheries Subcommittee of the
Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation be author-
ized to meet on Wednesday, May 20,
1998, at 9:30 am on harmful algal
blooms.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TECHNOLOGY, TERRORISM,
AND GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Technology, Terrorism,
and Government Information, of the
Senate Judiciary Committee be au-
thorized to hold a hearing during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
May 20, 1998 at 2:30 p.m. in room 226,
Senate Dirksen Office Building, on: ‘‘S.
512, Identity Theft.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RELIGIOUS GROUPS CHALLENGE
GROWING INTOLERANCE IN EU-
ROPE

∑ Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President, I rise
today to comment on an issue that
concerns many Americans, religious
intolerance in Europe. As Chairman of
the Commission on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, I chaired a hear-
ing on September 18, 1997, on ‘‘Reli-
gious Intolerance in Europe Today.’’
We heard compelling testimony on the
rise of religious intolerance in Europe
from representatives of the Muslim and
Jewish faiths, Orthodox Church,
Roman Catholic Church, an evangelical
Protestant church, the Church of the
Latter Day Saints, Jehovah’s Witness,
and the Church of Scientology.
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